THE   SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

Sutlej. This appears to be confirmed by the great
number of shrines, sacred to the Naga demi-gods,
which exist there; and by the many remains of
ancient fortifications, ascribed by the people to
Takha chiefs, who are said to have held the country
before the rajas. By this is meant, before the
present ruling Rajput families. Much of the land
in this tract is still held by Takhas ; and the ancient
Takari alphabet, which takes its name from this
people, is still in use from Bamian and the Kabul
valley to Nepal.1

In the seventh century the Chinese pilgrim
Hiouen Tsiang found the kingdom of Takha
extending from the Indus to the Beas ; the cities
of Sakala and Multan being included within its
boundaries.2 We learn, too, from the Chuch-
nama, that Jaisya, son of Dahir, king of Sind,
flying from the victorious Arab invaders, in the
eighth century, took refuge in the country of
Takhia.3

Early in the tenth century we find that Shan-
kara Varma, king of Kashmir, defeated Alakhana,
king of Gurjara or Guzrat, and took from him
Takha, which was then a part of his dominions.
The country was restored to the Takha chief, who
became a dependant of Kashmir.*

1  Cunningham, Arch. Reports, ii. 9.

2 Hiouen Tsaing, Beal, i. 165.          3 Elliot, i. 178.
* Rajatarangini, Stein, v. 150, 151.

107